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of fascism to India's doorstep, and made vivid the horror that
would be involved also for Indians in an Allied defeat. In
this situation the Congress demanded a nationalist govern-
ment to wage the war for India, and at last put a sting in its
demand. Thereupon the British locked up all Congress
leaders in prison; and when mob fury resulted, they intensi-
fied their oppression of the country.
PRO-NATIONALIST MUSLIM GROUPS
Khud'a'i Khidmatgar
A nationalist and socially progressive religious movement
has arisen among the people of the North-West Frontier
Province, which is particularly interesting because its back-
ground is similar in many ways to that of Islam when it
first arose in Arabia. The social and economic conditions
of the people in the two cases have much in common. The
tribesmen of the frontier itself make almost a replica of
Muhammad's Arabia; the men of the province proper are
more settled, engaging in agriculture, but are still tribal.
There are a few towns. The land is fairly unproductive,
the tribal areas decidedly so ; so that the competitive pres-
sure on the land is great, the standard of living fairly low,
and the class structure (there being-little surplus wealth)
nof highly developed.
jf The leader and genius of the movement has been one KhSn
*abd al Ghaffar Khan. He is a deeply religious man, inspired
by a love and devotion for his people and a strong desire
to help uplift them. He has been astute and penetrating ;
many powerful interests have tried strenuously and subtly
to mislead him, as well as to buy him off; but he has
usually seen clearly what was happening, and kept to his
path. His movement was originally one of social uplift
only; but he was led by a diagnosis of the community's
ills to politics, and to substantially correct politics. He
has not been a tactical politician: he is utterly straight-
forward and uncrafty, nor is he much given to discussion